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                                Go and Tell 
“Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.’”   
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have 
seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these 
things to her.” (John 20:17-18) 
 

At the end of John’s Easter story, after the initial shock and the joy of being reunited 
with her beloved Jesus, newly resurrected, had worn off, Mary Magdalene was 
commissioned by Jesus to become the first evangelist of the Good News.   
 

Mary Magdalene accepted the job with joy and went and announced to the disciples, ‘I 
have seen the Lord’; and she told them everything that he had said to her.  As I hear 
these words from John’s Gospel yet again, I wonder what the disciples might have 
thought when they heard Mary’s proclamation.  More importantly, as we hear these 
familiar words once again on Easter Sunday I wonder what you will be thinking of 
them.  
 

The good news of what God has done for you and me in the resurrection of 
Jesus is not something that we are supposed to keep to ourselves. The Good 
News of the resurrection is something that we are invited to participate in 
each and every day. You and I share that Good News with Mary Magdalene and all of 
the others who first witnessed Jesus’ resurrection 2,000 years ago.  
 

During the forty long days of Lent, we spent time together sharing in the words of 

From The Pastor 

Continued on page 3 

Holy Week 2017Holy Week 2017  
 

 

April 13th- Our Maundy Thursday Worship Service will start at 7:00pm. Child care 

will be provided. (No dinner will be served this evening.) 
 

 

April 16th Easter Sunday: 

 Worship Services will be at 8:30 am and 10:30 am. 

 Everyone is invited to the Easter breakfast served by the Deacons at 9:30 am. 

 Children’s Treasure Hunt 9:45 am. 

 Nursery Care provided during both services.   

 No Sunday School classes will be held.  
 

Church Office will be closed on Friday, April 14th and Monday, April 17th 



 Prayers for the Beasley family on the recent passing of Jay. 

 Prayers of healing for Kim Grenon who is having heart problems. 

 Prayers for Mona Klingler, sister of Sue Tabler, she undergoes treatment for her 
cancer.  

 Prayers for Gary Marks for a new kidney to become available soon. 

 Prayers for Nancy Shultz’s brother, Walter  who will be undergoing another round 
of chemo. 

We Keep In Prayer 
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We have registered for a 
promotion with The Egg and I in 
Bellevue. If you take the latest  
Sunday bulletin (each person 

must have a bulletin) any time 
during the month and give it to the server they will 

attach it to the dining receipt and donate 10% of 
that total to the church.  We will receive a check 
each month for the total amount donated.   If we 
are the top church that month we will receive an 

additional $100.00. 

Bakersplus.com 
 

Baker’s is offering the community rewards 
program again in 2017.  You will not need 

to  re-enroll.  The 
church receives on 

average $350.00 each 
quarter from this 

program 

Directory Update: 
 

New Members: Quentina Ellison , daughter Abby Ellison, 507 Gaslight Lane #1, Bellevue , NE 68005
   402-709-8255, shawnandqellison@gmail.com-Parish 4 
 

   Jim Millard, 1404 Cascio Dr, Bellevue, NE 68005, 402-291-5217,                            
   jmillard2517@gmail.com-Parish 10 
 

   Jane Noden, 2011 Washington St, Bellevue, NE 68005, 402-291-5109, 
   danandjane@cox.net-Parish 11 

Dear Church Family,  
 

Ray and I want to thank you for all the support, prayers and 
guidance given to our daughter Rebecca Horton in the last 13 
years.  You have missioned and mentored to help develop 
her spiritually and musically.  We can only pray her next 
church will be as supportive and dedicated as this one.   
 

Please accept this contribution to the Choir Fund.  This 
church is blessed to have so much musical talent and God-
given gifts.   
 

Many thanks and God Bless each and everyone of you. 
 

Sincerely, Ray and Becky Taylor  
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Mark’s Gospel which he began by telling us we would be hearing the beginning of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.  As we celebrate the climax of that Good News, there, along with Mary in the early 
morning light of the garden, we too are commissioned and sent out by Jesus.  Because this is Good News that 
is just too amazing and life-changing to keep to ourselves.  It begs to be shared, needs to be shared with 
everyone we encounter.  
 

Today, and every day of our life together, you and I join in saying “I have seen the Lord” and “Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed!” Blessings as you confidently and joyfully proclaim this truth in every part of your life!  
Happy Easter brothers and sisters in Christ. Happy Easter. 
 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Mike    

From The Pastor 

 “One Great Hour of Sharing”  
   

Having access to water affects all aspects of community life and growth. Matee Kakoo tells the story of her 
community in eastern Kenya before and after a One Great Hour of Sharing-supported sand dam was built. 

Ms, Kakoo had lived in Mbangulo for 40 years and says, “the situation before the sand dam/shallow well was 
pathetic.” She notes that the people could not bathe and people from other areas mocked them because of 
their appearance. People went hungry because they didn’t have enough water to cook food. Their primary 
school had insufficient classrooms because there was no water to make bricks. The children often missed 
school because they needed to fetch water for their families from one of two water points, between four and 
seven miles away. Fetching water was a time consuming activity, walking the distance, waiting in line four to 
five hours and then carting it back home by foot or donkey. It took most of the day, leaving little time for 
other activities like school or work or farming. Women were also at risk for being sexually assaulted on their 
long journey to get water. 

When the people of Mbangulo were first approached about constructing a sand dam, they were enthusiastic. 
They quickly gathered local materials that were combined with additional donated construction materials to 
build the dam. The people worked very hard, and within a month the dam was constructed. 

Today, children are in school and there is even a shallow well on the school grounds 
to provide for the school’s needs—including new bricks for new classrooms. Bricks 
are made locally with several kilns that have sprouted up in the community. 
Permanent houses are being built. Food is more plentiful as the water allows people 
to grow gardens and they have more time to tend to them. 

Some, mostly women, have started table banking to boost small businesses. “We 
have converted time taken to go for water into other income generating activities,” 
explains Ms. Kakoo. She reports that one group has accumulated the equivalent of 
over $800 USD in their account. 

Ms. Kakoo expresses her gratitude for what this water project has done for her 
community, “It will be remembered by generations to come.” 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received during the 
worship services on Easter Sunday.   Please give generously.  
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Dinner will be offered each Thursday night during Lent starting March 9th through 

April 6th. Each week, a ministry of the church provides the meal which starts at 

6:00pm in Fellowship Hall and will go until 7:30pm.  The entire meal will be 

provided and a freewill offering will be accepted to cover the cost of the meal.  Join us 

for a time of fellowship and reflection as we embark on this period of repentance and 

preparation for Christ’s passion. 

Easter Lilies-Once again this year you have the opportunity to purchase an Easter Lily in 
memory or honor of your loved ones. The flowers will beautify our sanctuary on Easter morning 
and may be taken home after the 10:30 am service that day. They are $10.00 each and can be 
ordered from the Worship Committee on Sunday mornings March 19th, 26th, April 2nd, and 
April 9th. 

 

We need salads and desserts for the meal. These  

can be prepared ahead of time and delivered to the 

church on the day of the event.  

We also need help preparing the meal. The time  

commitment varies based upon the meal. 

You can also go with us to serve the meal.  We  

meet here at the church at 5:00 pm and carpool to the 

location of the dinner. We usually return by  

9:00 pm.  
 

Thank you for your support of this ministry over the 

years and in the future! 

Crossroads Connection ministers to current 

inmates at Omaha Work Release Center 

and provides social services to former 

inmates who are transitioning to outside 

life. They conduct a weekly Sunday 

evening worship service attended by inmates, former 

inmates, sponsors and volunteers. Providing the meal 

and worship service is an outreach that our 

congregation has participated in for many years.  

Our next event is on Sunday, April 9th.  

This is an excellent outreach to volunteer for because 

you decide what level of participation interests you.  

Crossroads Connections Dinner 

On Saturday morning, April 22, 2017 the family of Anne McDaniel is sponsoring a 5K Run/Walk at Chalco 

Hills Recreational Area in memory of Madelyn Shumaker to support medical research through The Cure Starts 

Now Foundation to find a cure for DIPG, the brain tumor that took her life.  If you are interested in 

participating or donating as a virtual participant we have set up a First Presbyterian Church (Bellevue) team on 

the main website accessed through the link: www.RaceAgainstTheOdds.com or you can register as 

individuals.  Adults are $30 and Kids 5-12 are $15 which includes a shirt if registered by April 1st.  Also if 

anyone is interested in volunteering on the day of the race please contact Anne McDaniel. 

Join us for Ladies’ We are meeting on the Fourth Thursday of each 

month at noon.  April 27th we’ll meet at LaMesa in Bellevue. Make 

your reservation by calling the church office at 402-291-1104 or         

e-mailing admin@bellevuefpc.org 

http://www.RaceAgainstTheOdds.com
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Financial Information 
 

                  February            YTD 
        Income              $47,451.56            $93,444.80       
        Expenses       $26,951.17            $70,967.89 
        Difference       $20,500.39            $22,476.91 

Annual Church Garage Sale 

Saturday, April 29th  

 8:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Clean out your basement, closets and 

garage, of all those unwanted things 

and bring them to the church the week of  

April 24th – 28th, from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM.  

Please, no tires, chemicals, computers, computer 

monitors, mattresses, adult clothing, rear projection, 

console or CRT TVs or items that are dirty, don’t 

work or are broken. 

 ABSOLUTELY NO DONATIONS AFTER 

 4:30 PM FRIDAY the 28th.  

All proceeds from the sale will go to local mission. If 

you can volunteer your time that week as well as work 

the day of the sale we need folks to sort and price 

items. There will be signup sheets in the foyer. Even if 

you can only work a few hours that will help greatly.  

Thank you, your Fellowship Committee. 
 

The annual church garage sale, scheduled for April 

29th is in need of someone with a pickup truck and 

several strong folks to assist to pick up large donated 

items during the week of April 24th – 28th. 

If you have a truck and /or willing to assist please 

contact Ed Hink, 402-291-3304 or hink4@cox.net. 

Annual Garage Sale 

BOYS TOWN GUIDED TOUR AND SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Sunday, April 30th at 2PM 

 
Father Flanagan’s “BOYS TOWN” is celebrating its 100th Anniversary this year. A special tour and 
presentation have been scheduled for FPC families and friends. We will meet at the Visitors center (Main 
Entrance) at 1:45PM. There will be a guided tour of the dozens of sights and attractions starting at 2PM, and 
then we will all gather for a special power-point presentation at the award winning interactive Hall of History 
Museum at 3PM. The formal part of the visit will end around 4PM. Prior to our visit, log on to the Boys 
Town website for a virtual tour at www.boystown.org. 
 

Since 1917, the village of Boys Town has been a beacon of healing and hope for millions of children and 
families. Each year, Boys Town provides compassionate treatment through services that touch the lives of 
two million people nationwide.  
 

The main entrance to Boys Town is located on the south side of West Dodge Road between 132nd and 144th 
Streets. The exact address is 14057 Flanagan Boulevard. Let’s carpool---and be sure to bring your smart 
phones/cameras for the numerous photo opportunities 
available. 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet located in the Church Foyer. 
Please join us on April 30th for an education filled 

afternoon of fun and fellowship at Boys Town. Please 
contact Bob Jeffus with any questions or if you need 
additional information. 



DEBT PAY-OFF CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
As of March 20, 2017 

 

GOOD NEWS:  Our church debt was refinanced in early October 2016 with American National Bank. The 
terms are 5 year fixed at 3.7% with monthly payments of $6,372.98. The REFI SAVED the church over 
$16,000 in interest expense. There is the potential to save another $12,000 to $18,000 if we pay off the loan 
EARLY--in 2-3 years---instead of 5 years. Therefore, the Debt Pay Off Campaign has been extended until the 
loan is fully paid off. It has also been redefined so the contributions can be used to make the monthly loan 
payments as well as to accelerate the debt pay-off. Session unanimously approved these changes at the Nov 
17, 2016 meeting. 
 

In light of the extended and redefined Debt Pay-Off Campaign, please prayerfully consider continuing/
increasing your generous giving to paying off the remaining debt. If you have already pledged, we encourage 
you to amend and increase your pledge to cover the two-year period 2017 and 2018. If you have not yet 
pledged, we encourage you to do so. Please use the RED pledge card located on the name tag table. Please 
use the PINK envelopes for your contributions.  
 

MORE GOOD NEWS. The outstanding loan balance is now down to $306,037---from $750,000 in July 2013. 
We have received 36 pledges to the Debt Pay-Off Campaign totaling $81,480. Contributions received are at 
$63,231 including 16,561 in unpledged donations.  
 

Wouldn’t it be marvelous if we could have the loan fully paid off in 2-3 years instead of 5 years?  Along with 
the refinancing package this would save the church about $30,000 in interest expense, plus free up money 
every year for future church growth and mission work. 
 

Thank you again for your generous giving toward paying off our remaining church debt. As a church family 
we are truly Blessed. If you have any questions, please contact me or Eric Van Sky (Financial Secretary).  
 

Bob Jeffus 
(402) 733-2642 
Chair, Stewardship Committee 

UPDATE ON 2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

Current results---as of March 20, 2017---show 103 pledges totaling $249,503. Our goal this year is to receive 
pledges totaling about $264,000. This reflects an increase of about 5.3% over last year’s pledged amount. So 
far we have received contributions of $69,463 which includes $12,150 of pre-paid pledges from December 
2016.  
 

To those of you who have turned in your 2017 pledge---we sincerely thank you. If you haven’t yet turned in 
your 2017 pledge, please do so using the white pledge card. Additional cards are located on the Name Tag 
table in the Foyer. Please use the white envelopes for your contributions, and be sure to include your envelope 
number if you are using a generic envelope.  
 

For any questions regarding the 2017 Stewardship Campaign please contact me or our Financial Secretary, 
Eric Van Sky. 
 

Bob Jeffus 
Chair, Stewardship Committee 
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OUR CHURCH FOUNDATION  
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE  

 
Did you know?  We all can extend our Christian influence by making financial gifts to our Church 
Foundation.  For example, over 30 years ago, two endowments were created to recognize the donor’s passion 
for children/youth and mission. Over time, income from investments has grown to add significant support 
each year to those two operating budgets.  
 

Legacy Planned Giving  

A gift as part of a will or estate plan can help ensure that the ministries that mean the most to you will 
continue into the future.  With planned giving, you decide what and how to give.  
 

Giving in the Near Term    

An asset (cash or securities preferred) allows you to see your gifts work during your lifetime.   Near term gifts 
may offer a financial planning advantage to you.  Consider designating gifts as memorials or special occasion 
gifts (birthday, anniversary, graduation).    
 
Gifts to the Foundation can be unrestricted or restricted. The Session determines the purpose for unrestricted 
gifts. You designate what ministry area to support with your restricted gift. 
Gifts to the Foundation are invested with a professional investment advisory firm.  The Church Foundation 
Board oversees Foundation investments. To discuss how to make financial contributions to the Foundation, 
contact one of the current Board members: Landy Jacobson (President), Tom Miller (Treasurer), Curt Hart, 
Walt Griffiths (Secretary), John Dawson, Mary Bond and Dick Brown. 

You can also pick up a Foundation Building Church, Ministry, and Legacy brochure by the table with name 
tags. 
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Welcome School  

Spring is finally here!  The children at Welcome School are certainly ready for 
some nicer weather so they can play outside.  We’ve been keeping ourselves busy in 
the meantime doing a lot of activities. Riding our trikes up and down the hallway has 
always been a great wintertime tradition!  All of the classes had pajama day.  That’s a 
fun day the kids wear their jammies, read books, and eat pancakes.  Some pesky 
Leprechauns visited the classrooms leaving behind their footprints and a tasty gold 
treat! 

 
Ahoy Matey!  Mrs. Souerdyke’s classes have been sailing the high seas with 

their pirate center.  They’ve even been digging for pirate booty! 
 
Mrs. Bishop’s class has been busy learning all about their bodies.  They have 

the doctor/vet center in their room.   Dr. and Mrs. Zieno came to talk to the children 
about being a doctor and a nurse.  We love having guests. 

 
Mrs. McCann’s classes have been practicing being teachers in their school 

center.  It’s great fun to pretend to be the teacher.  Learning is so fun!   
 
The Butterbraid sale has come to an end.  They will be available in the 

Welcome School office on April 13th.  I will be bringing the rest of the orders on 
Sunday, April 23rd.  Thank you all for your support with our fundraiser. 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

HELP! If you have been in this church for at least a year, you probably realize that 
VBS decorating is NOT my gift or my passion.  Oh sure, we have filled the church 
with decorations and it’s ended up fine, but it could be so much better, and it could 
be a whole lot more fun, if decorating was headed up by someone who had a passion 
or flare for art and/or decorating.  If you think of “High Seas Expedition” and ideas 
pop into your head or if you love decorating for things like birthday parties or 
showers or proms, please consider being the lead decorator for VBS this year.  I 
have Jean Jacobson and George Sayles at work planning the “main stage ship” for 
High Seas Expedition but we need so much more.  And if you don’t want to be lead, 
but you are willing to paint one or more pieces of key decorating, please let me 

know.  I will furnish supplies and the work can be done at the church or at home. 
 

VBS runs from 9 AM to noon, Monday through Friday, July 24 – 28th.  Ages are 3 (and potty-
trained) through completed 6th grade.  Registration will go online in mid-May.  Youth who have 
completed 7th grade and up are eligible to help.  Adult helpers & leaders are always needed.  Bless 
her heart, Barb Carlson called this week to volunteer.  I’d sure love to hear from YOU, too! 
 

65 – that’s the number of people who came to our March Family Movie Night.  Isn’t that awesome! 
Thanks go out to Mike & Sue Tabler, George Sayles, Elizabeth Van Sky, Mike & Sharon Elliott 
for all their help with the evening.  And thanks to Mandi Crick for taking pictures.  We are 
considering having an outdoor movie night on the church grounds this summer.  If you would be 
interested in helping with this, or are particularly interested in attending, please let me know. 
There is an Easter Treasure Hunt planned for kids 6th grade and under during the Brunch on Easter 
Morning, April 16th.  The Hunt is free and will run from 9:45 to 10:15.  It starts in Fellowship Hall. 
Look for Nora Boyd and Easter Treasure Hunt signs.  The hunt will involve reading a series of 
clues to find the stations around the church, so please be sure an adult or mature youth is with any 
pre-reading child.  Kids will not be using Easter baskets in this hunt, so don’t worry about bringing 
one from home. 
 

Our last WOW for the year is coming up on April 19th.  We will host a short graduation program for 
our 6th graders who are leaving WOW and moving on to Illuminate Youth Group at the end of 
dinner.  Families (including First Pres. grandparents) are invited to join us for dinner.  Please RSVP 
for the number of guests, by Tuesday, April 18th.  I hate to look at my list of 6th graders, because it 
makes me sad, but they are: Abby Ellison, Morgan Fenster, Emerson & Jackson Griffin and 
Nellie Renter.  
 

I’ll be hosting a 3rd through 6th grade Retreat at church from 6 to 10 PM on Friday, April 21st.  We’ll 
start the night with pizza and then have a Bible Study, a mission project and play games of all kinds. 
And yes, we will play Ga Ga Ball!  I’m looking for 1 to 2 adults to help serve dinner and 1 to 2 
adults to stay for the whole event to help.  If you are willing and able to help in some way, please let 
me know.  
 

Christian Education Appreciation will take place in Worship on Sunday, May 7th.  If you have 
helped with Sunday School, WOW or special events this year, please mark your calendars and plan 
to be in worship that morning.  The last Sunday School of the school year is Sunday, May 21st. 
 

A mission oriented Intergenerational Sunday School will be offered again this summer on the first 
Sunday of each month from 9 to 9:50 AM.  In June, we will put together Hygiene Kits for 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  And in July, we will make cards for deployed service persons 
and/or shut-ins. If you have an idea for a mission project for August, please let me know.  

Linda Reffert 
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April Youth Fellowship (YF) News 

Mark 16:15 “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good 

news to all creation.’” 
 

The youth have worked so hard preparing a wonderful Youth Sunday 
message for all of you.  I hope you will be in service April 2nd to hear 
their words. We are following the theme from last year’s Triennium 
which was GO!   
 

One main focus was going out of our comfort zone and two of the scriptures we selected were from 
the great commission, perfect timing in this Easter season. Jesus charges the disciples with the above 
words from Mark. Go and preach the good news to everyone. I think sometimes we compartmentalize 
this statement to only Bible times and “those people”. But do you think Jesus would have any other 
words for us?  We are charged with spreading God’s love and his word to the world. Do you need to 
be a missionary? No, look at your neighbor, look at the person sitting next to you at work or school. 
You can spread God’s word through your words and also your actions. I’ve charged the kids to do one 
act of kindness before they have any candy in my office. On the wall outside my office are their post-
its of things they have done to spread God’s love.  My wish is we all listen to God’s voice and call to 
action so we have enough post-its to cover my whole wall. 
 

The surprise snow day made us cancel the 30 Hour Famine but we are still hoping to reschedule for 
late April or early May. Youth Sunday, Easter and the Garage Sale are making it a bit difficult to pick 
a date. Please keep an eye on your weekly youth email for updates. 
 

We will not have Illuminate on April 12th because it will be Holy Week.  Our final Illuminate of the 
year is on April 19th.   
 

April has 5 Sundays so April 30 we will need 8 youth to usher and 1 Liturgist. Please contact me and 
let me know you would love to do any of the above.  
 

Sunday School will continue through May 21st when we will have a special Sunday School class to 
end the year. 
 

May is the month for graduates and we’d like to include graduates in our May 

newsletter! Email your biography information, include the school you will be 

graduating from and your plans for the future, to the office at 

admin@bellevuefpc.org. If you provide a senior picture, we’ll include that also!

Please have the information to the office by April 23rd. 
 

It’s hard to believe the school year is winding 
to a close. Please pray for the students who 
are thinking thoughts of summer and losing 
their focus. Please pray for their teachers as 
they continue trying to inspire and teach a 
group of young people with serious Spring 
fever!   
 

Happy Spring, the season of rebirth and 
renewal! 
Shelli 
 

April Youth Events 
 
Apr   2 Youth Sunday 9 am practice 10:30 service 
Apr  12 No Illuminate - Holy Week 
Apr  19 Last Illuminate 
Apr  30 Youth Usher and Liturgist 
 
Every Thursday in Lent join your church family for dinner 
and a brief worship service from 6 - 7 pm in Fellowship Hall 
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Staff 
Rev. Dr. Michael G. Elliott         Pastor 
            pastor@bellevuefpc.org 
June Kouba       Church Administrator 
            admin@bellevuefpc.org 
Shelli Dart                     Youth Ministry 
      youthdirector@bellevuefpc.org 
Linda Reffert         Children’s Ministry 
                lkreffert@aol.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

1220 Bellevue Blvd. South 

Bellevue, NE 68005 

Phone:402-291-1104  

Nonprofit 
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U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Bellevue, Nebraska 

Permit No. 16 

1 Carter Dawson 

1 Bev Snowden 

1 Scott Reffert 

1 Eliza Boyd 

2 Alice Renner 

3 Sylvia Pelzer 

3 Audie Keaton 

6 Deb Hudson 

15 Retha Dowding 

17 Caroline Radosta 
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We're on the web! 
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17 Lori Keaton 

17 Madison Braun 

17 Gordon Lytle 

18 Marcie deZafra 

21 Eric Van Sky 

21 Jake VanRyckeghem 

22 John St. Clair 

22 Taylor Bloom 

23 Kim O’Riordan 

23 Rich Uhl 

25 Linda Hilfiker 

25 Josh Blazek 

26 Megan Warren 

27 Carolyn Hess 

27 Ann MacKinnon 

27 Mary Nelson 

27 Beth Syphers 

28 LeAnn Jobes 

28 Cindy Reilly 

28 Eoin Healy 


