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When Omaha Gives,  

the Steeple/Campus Project Wins 
 
 
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, 
May 24th, when our church will 
participate for the first time in Omaha 
Gives, a 24-hour charitable online 

challenge organized by the Omaha Community Foundation to grow 
philanthropy in Douglas, Sarpy, and Pottawattamie counties.  
Why participate?  Per Session approval, all your donations will help with 
the cost of steeple repairs and campus renovation projects.  Every gift 
makes a difference.  The minimum donation is $10 and there is no 
maximum. You will receive an immediate thank you and tax receipt from 
the Omaha Community Foundation. 
 
How can you help during Omaha Gives!? 

Visit www.omahagives24.org/nonprofits. 
Search for First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue. 
For your convenience, you can schedule gifts between May 1 and 

May 23.  Gifts won’t be processed until May 24th. We encourage 
you to donate early if you cannot participate then.  

Donate to us on May 24th beginning at midnight. Your donations can 
help us win prize money already donated by corporations. The 
more donors we get, the more likely we are to win a randomly 
selected additional prize of $535 or $1,000-3,000 as a participation 
prize for organizations attracting the highest number of donors.  

We will need your help!  Tell your friends in the community that you 
will be giving to this project to renovate the iconic steeple during 
Omaha Gives! and that you need their help.  

 
Omahagives.org is a “mobile optimized platform” that will make it easy 
to make a gift on your smart phone. 
 
Thanks for your support!   

http://www.omahagives24.org/nonprofits


 Prayers for Mona Klingler, sister of Sue Tabler, she undergoes treatment for her 
cancer.  

 Prayers for Gary Marks for a new kidney to become available soon. 

 Prayers for Ann Macdonald for the recent passing of her mother Margaret Ann 
Altman. 

We Keep In Prayer 
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Bakersplus.com 
 

Baker’s is offering the community rewards 
program again in 2017.  You will not need 
to  re-enroll.  The church received $258.22 
from the first quarter of 2017.  If you have 
not enrolled please do, this helps us pay for 
various items that are not budgeted such as 
the new TV in the classroom downstairs and 
new light weight tables for the Craft Room.  

Directory Update: 
 

Paulette Serrano-Robertson-New Address: 13508 S 22nd St, Bellevue, NE 68123  
                New Parish: #13  
 

Mada Briggs-Deceased,  February 15, 2017  
 

Nathan & Rebecca Horton-2133 Blake Road, Lackland AFB, TX 78236   

 

On March 28th,  12 members of First Presbyterian Church with 12 additional 

volunteers participated in the BackPack program at the FoodBank for the Heartland. 

The BackPack program is designed to provide food for hungry children at times when 

other resources are not available, such as during weekends and school vacations.  The 

program distributes 8300 bags of food  to children in need each week in 228 schools 

across Nebraska and Western Iowa.  This includes schools in Bellevue.  
 

Our volunteers packed 1408 bags in the 2 ½ hours that they were at the FoodBank, this broke our previous 

record of 872 bags.  These bags will be placed in the backpacks of selected children as they leave the school 

each Friday. 

Financial Information 
 

                   March                    YTD 
        Income              $30,994.43           $123,662.23  
        Expenses       $42,172.01           $113,089.90 
        Difference      ($11,177.58)           $10,572.33 
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Spring Clean-up! 

Spring clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, May 6th from 9am to Noon.  If you can come 

please bring a rake and some supplies for cleaning windows.  We sure could use your help, 

so please consider coming and helping us keep the church bright and shiny. 

Join us for Ladies’ Lunch.  We are meeting on the Fourth Thursday 

of each month at noon.  May 25th we’ll meet at Umami in 

Bellevue. Make your reservation by calling the church office at 402-

291-1104 or e-mailing admin@bellevuefpc.org 

The last day for Sunday School until fall will be May 21st. 

Summer Worship (10am) starts on May 28th! 

Vacation Bible School:   
July 24th through 

 July 28th  
9:00 am to Noon 

 

High Seas Adventure  

 
Mariah Kochera is graduating from Bellevue West High School.  She 
has been a part of our church family for the past 15 years where she 
participated in Sunday School, WOW, Illuminate and Vacation Bible 
School. For the past three years she has been busy as a percussionist for 
the Bellevue West Marching Band and Indoor Percussion Team.  In 
addition, she is a member of the National Honor Society and has earned 
several art awards in local and state art contests in both photography 
and mixed media.  In her spare time, she works at Bellevue Kid’s Time, 
writes short stories, and practices photography, drawing and painting.  
She plans to attend college in the Fall and major in Special Education 
with minors in both Art and Music. 

Congratulations Graduates! 
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Lexie Ryks will be graduating from Bellevue West High 
School.  She has been a member of National Honor Society 
since her Sophomore year.  She is a member of West High 
Singers and the varsity Show Choir, where she is dance captain. 
She is a member of National Honor Society. Was a cast 
member in the musical Drowsy Chaperone her Senior year.  
She was a member of the varsity swim team her freshman 
through Junior years. 
 

She will be attending Concordia University in Seward NE  this 
fall  where she will be studying Music Therapy. 

Ethan deZafra will be graduating from Papillion LaVista South High 
School. While attending Papio South, he was involved in Wrestling, DECA 
and Skills USA. Ethan has been a part of the youth program at First 
Presbyterian since 3rd grade and had the opportunity to attend Triennium, 
the Colorado mission trip and participated in many  other youth activities. 
He will be attending Iowa Western in the Fall and plans to study Audio 
Engineering.  

Makayla Burg is graduating from Bellevue West High School. 
She will be attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in the 
fall. She plans to study Entomology. During her time at West 
she was involved in FBLA, Student Senate and DECA. She 
won State with her Public Relations Project and is competing in 
California for the national competition. Makayla is also very 
involved in 4-H. She has been showing chickens, sheep, goats, 
horses, ducks, swine, dogs, cats, and tortoises since she was 5 
years old. Her achievements include 4-H Princess, 4-H Queen, 
and 4-H’er of the year. She has participated in numerous 
leadership roles within her club The Country Bumpkins and 
wants to continue working with the extension office as a future 
career. Makayla has enjoyed growing up at 1st Pres. Her 
favorite youth activity was attending Presbyterian Youth 
Triennium at Purdue University in Indiana. She still stays in 
touch with many of the youth she met there from all over the 
country. Makayla looks forward to sharing this next journey in 
life with her friends and family at 1st Pres. 
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Dawson K. Pelzer is the son of Steve and Teri Pelzer and the grandson of 
Sylvia Pelzer. Dawson is graduating from Bellevue East and plans on 
attending UNO and majoring in education. 

Lauren Renee Pelzer is the daughter of Matthew & Maureen Pelzer 
and the granddaughter of Sylvia Pelzer. Lauren will be graduating 
from Papillion-La Vista High School and will be attending UNO in 
the Fall and plans to major in Elementary Education, aspiring to be a 
2nd or 3rd grade teacher. 

Bethany Emma Dart will graduate from Bellevue West after 
attending school in Bellevue her entire life.  Bethany sings in 
two groups at Bellevue West, West Connection the varsity show 
choir and West High Singers the varsity mixed choir plus SNJ 
Singers in Omaha.  She has performed in musicals at West all 
four years and was selected to perform in the All State Musical 
the last four years and All State Choir the last two years. 
Bethany has received top scores at District Music Contest the 
last three years and Gold medals 4 years in SNJ Studios Solo 
Competitions. Last year she was selected as one of the top 10 
female leads for the Omaha Performing Arts NE High School 
Theater Awards Showcase at the Holland Center. She is a 
National Honor Society Member, International Thespian 
Member and has lettered in academics, music, theater and trap 
shooting. Bethany has grown up at 1st Pres. and as has been 
active in the children and youth programs. VBS, choir and 
attended Mission trips since 6th grade. Bethany will attend 
University of Kansas in Lawrence where she has been accepted 
in both their Music Therapy and Vocal Performance 
Programs.  She plans to dual major using both her love of music 
and love of helping people. 



Page 6 Hilltop Highlights 

Steeple 
For several months now, the Building and Grounds Committee have evaluated problems involving the current 
condition of our steeple.  As many of you know already, these problems, along with issues involving poor 
drainage around the church grounds, have slowly been deteriorating the condition of the steeple and certain 
concrete slabs on the north side of our building.  An architect was hired to help in identifying the problems 
and finding a solution to help preserve our signature steeple, as well as address the other issues with poor 
drainage around the church.  The following problems were identified: 

 

1.)  Water has been leaking behind the siding on the upper tiers of the steeple, causing the white residue to run 
down the brick.  This also has caused deterioration in the mortar holding the bricks together.      
    
2.)  The concrete slab under the steeple, which the benches are sitting on, has structural deficiencies causing it 
to move in freeze/thaw cycles.  This has caused the concrete itself to crack and chip away.         
 
3.)  Improper drainage on the north side of the building (around fellowship hall), causing the sidewalk and 
concrete slabs to sink and pull away from the building.  This has allowed water to find its way down to the 
foundation of the building, increasing our risk for damage to the foundation itself. 
 
The building and grounds committee has worked closely with our architect in coming up with a plan in fixing 
these problems.  This plan was recently approved by the session, giving the renovation project the green light 
to proceed.   
 
Starting this spring/summer, you will begin seeing work done around our church campus to fix these prob-
lems.  Once the time frame is set, we will work to educate everyone further in when this project will be com-
pleted and what areas of the church grounds will be blocked off.   
 
As always, Jack Syphers, Ken Trinkle, Jean Jacobson, or myself will be available to answer any questions or 
to further explain details involving the scope of this project. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Ryan Crick 

Lawn Mowing Corps 
 

Team 1                                                        Team 2                                          Team 3 
Ken Trinkle                                                 Tom Ryks                                      Ryan Crick 
Susan Tamayo                                             Brian Brummond                          Brian Wells 
Steve Tamayo                                              Nancy Schultz                              Mike Tabler 
 
Team 4                                                         Team 5                                          Alternates 
Don Glenn                                                    Tom Blazek                                  George Graham 
Don Carlson                                                  Nancy Blazek                               Jack Syphers 
Rick Kirmis                                                  John Wallace 
 
This schedule will begin the week of May 8th. If you have a conflict with an assigned week, please feel free to 
trade with another team. The lawn should be mowed by Thursday or Friday, weather allowing.  
 
Equipment training will be held at the Spring clean-up on May 6th.  Individual phone numbers and e-mails 
may be found in the church directory.  The key to the garage will be provided to the team leader. 
 
Thank You for volunteering for this task. 
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Creating Hope for Today and Tomorrow: Pentecost Offering Helps Teen Mothers 
and Their Children Flourish  

 

As a high school student, Lily Jones had a beautiful 18-month-old daughter and a strong desire to finish 
school.  

Lily knew the importance of education to her future and that of her daughter Sophia, but day care posed a 
problem. Family had been helpful caring for Sophia, but they could no longer provide the day care Sophia 
needed. In Ligonier, Indiana, a town with a population of 4,400, child care choices are limited, particularly for 
those in challenging financial circumstances.  

Fortunately, Lighthouse Ministry Daycare, a provider housed in and supported by Ligonier’s First Presbyteri-
an Church, had a spot for Sophia.  

Parents like Lily and children like Sophia are top concerns for Lighthouse. “Our first priority is to provide 
child care so teen parents can get through high school,” says Rachel Bales-Case, director of Lighthouse. So-
phia and most of her 20 classmates at Lighthouse receive care at a reduced cost. Lighthouse serves not only 
children whose parents are students, but also a number of children whose parents work at low-wage jobs.  

One of the funding sources of Lighthouse is the Pentecost Offering that First Presbyterian receives each year. 
This Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) church-wide offering serves youth, young adults, and at-risk children. 
Congregations retain 40 percent of the Offering for local causes, while 60 percent is sent to the national 
church to support Young Adult Volunteers, ministries with youth, and work on behalf of children at risk.  

Thanks in part to the generosity of First Presbyterian and other local supporters, the future looks bright for 
Sophia and Lily. Sophie is now four and is flourishing in the preschool curriculum that Lighthouse teaches. 
Lily is enrolled in college studying to be a teacher when she graduates. She works at her old high school as an 
assistant for special-needs students and has two other part-time jobs. She is also a board member at Light-
house.  

Without Lighthouse, finishing high school would have been challenging for Lily, and college likely would 
have been unthinkable. She is grateful for the opportunities she has received and for a safe and nurturing 
place for Sophia to stay during the day. “You know and trust the people there at the church,” she says.  

John Lersch, Pastor of First Presbyterian, considers Lighthouse a ministry of the church, and he notes the con-
gregation’s support of Lighthouse, which started in 2008, is indicative of its concern for others.  

“In this church, the people have good hearts,” John shares. “It is not just about ourselves. It’s about others. 
That is the sign of a healthy church.”  

First Presbyterian’s Pentecost Offering is another example of its good-heartedness. Through the Offering, the 
church helps youth, young adults, and at-risk children in its own community and also reaches out across the 
country through ministries of the national church that serve children, youth, and young adults.  

Please give generously to this Offering, and support the future of our young people.  

Let Us Pray Caring God, we pray for teen mothers and for their children. Grant them lives filled with hope 

and promise. Help us to reach out to them and extend the embrace of your loving arms. Amen. 
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Welcome School  

We are so blessed as a church.  Not only do we have 
wonderful choir members (some who are a bit goofy, but 
I won’t name names!)  but our instrumentalists – this 
past Easter we had Rebecca Horton and Jim Chatelain 
flutes, Maggie Blazek on the trumpet, and then there is 
Dirk, playing one of my favorite organ pieces in the 
world.  On Maundy Thursday, we had Brian Wells on 
the cello – playing a memorial anthem on his cello.  On 
Palm Sunday, we had Dirk and Ryan Crick playing a one 
piano – four hand accompaniment to “Ride On, King 

Jesus”.  The instrumentalists don’t get paid (except for Dirk, and I think 
that he is worth it!)  They do it because they love serving God and First Presbyterian.  If you see them – tell 
them thanks for all that they do! 

Alice  Renner 

Making a Joyful Noise! 

Another school year is coming to an end.  April was a fun month for the children.  The older 
children went to Fontenelle Forest for a morning of nature exploration.  As part of our life cycle 
unit in Science, we are anxiously waiting for our Painted Lady butterflies to emerge from their 
chrysalises.   To continue with Welcome School tradition, the 3 and 5 day classes will be having a 
day at the park on Friday, May 5th.  Let’s hope the rain stays away. 
 

Due to a lot of interest, we have decided to have summer school during the first 3 weeks in June.  
By providing a summer program once again we hope this will be one more thing that will set us 
apart from other preschools in the area.  At this time children must be currently enrolled in 
Welcome School in order to attend.  We are excited for this new adventure! 
 

The Butterbraid fundraiser was extremely successful!  We raised over $1,800.00 which will be 
used to update and improve our playground.  Thanks to all who participated in the fundraiser. 
 

I would like to express my appreciation to some individuals who have helped ease my transition as 
the new Director.   
 
 The Welcome School Board, Wendy Fenster, Sally Syphers, Anita Chappell, Linda Reffert, 

Megan Warren, Coleen Greiner, and Lana Griffiths for their support, patience as I learn the 
ropes, allowing me to make this job my own, and supporting all of the Welcome School staff. 

 Jack Syphers and Ken Trinkle for helping with all of our maintenance needs. 
 June Kouba for being a mentor to me and making me feel welcome. 
 Sue Shook for keeping our school and 

bathrooms so clean. 
 

I look forward to another great school year in 
September. 
 
Tara Williams 
Director 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

Woo-hoo!!!! Way to go, kiddos! This year our kids donated $83 to One Great Hour 
of Sharing, through their fish banks. That money will help so many people and it’s 
just about exactly double of the collection from the first Easter I was here. That’s 
awesome! Also wonderful is the fact that after this week’s collection of WOW and 
Sunday School offering, we have $74.49 of the $75 necessary to donate a water 
catchment system to Presbyterian Mission Agency. These kids understand the 
importance of helping those that are less fortunate. And while we try to teach them 
that on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings, the most important lessons are 
coming from parents and we are so grateful for your support of mission projects and 
your teaching of the importance of helping those in need. 

 

I am excited to give you my latest update of VBS volunteers! Sue Tabler is again going to serve as 
my Assistant Director. Mike Tabler has offered to lead up the Snack Crew again, yeah!  Quentina 
Ellison has offered to lead up Decorations and just listening to her dream with such excitement and 
plan, makes me excited! Quentina will help in the Kitchen during VBS. The Keaton family will be 
helping us through the first half of VBS.  Makayla Crick is going to help Nora Boyd with Science 
and Izzy Griffin is going to help her mom, Becca Griffin with Bible Story Time. Mariah 
Kilpatrick is going to run the Games Station.  Amber Renter is going to be one of the station 
leaders for the Preschool class. She will teach Arts and Crafts. Cindy Reilly is going to help Mike 
Elliott and June Kouba with Registration and Mission. Andrew and Becky Baruth are going to 
trade off days to split a leadership role between them (so they can work the other days). Liane 
Kirmis, Barb Carlson and Jean Lindfors are going to help with decorations. Jean Jacobson is 
making a wonderful ship with portholes, that the kids can go into, as our mainstage decoration and 
has graciously agreed to donate the ship to Welcome School after VBS. 
 

That was a lot of names and roles, right? Yes, BUT that’s not even a third of the people we need. 
So, if you are wondering if you are needed, the answer is YES! 
 

April was a big month for Christian Education and I want to thank Jean Jacobson and Nancy 
Shultz for creating table decorations for WOW Graduation and all their help in setting up for that 
special night. A special thanks to Mel Hesse and Mike Tabler for manning the giant grill, cooking 
all those delicious hamburgers. Thanks go out to my husband, Randy for helping me put on our 
Upper Elementary Retreat last Friday night. It was an awesome night and I’m so glad we do that! 
 

Thanks to Nora Boyd, Ash Hudson, Mariah and Noelle Kilpatrick for running stations in the 
Children’s Easter Treasure Hunt. They were just awesome! And thanks to Kathy White and Carole 
Warnes for staffing the Nursery on Maundy Thursday. 
 

Our Church Grandparent Blessing day is coming up on Sunday, May 21st. I am still short of 
grandparents and if you are interested and available, please sign up or come talk to Shelli or me 
about it. I promise it is super easy, low stress, no cost and yet it could make a big difference in the 
life of a child – and maybe yours, so please pray on this and sign up.  
 

Christian Education Appreciation Sunday is May 7th. The kids will be singing in worship and all 
those who have helped with CE for children, youth and adults will be recognized.  
 

And finally, I go through a lot of wrapped candy because kids (and even some adults) are so good 
about learning Bible verses and reciting them. I would welcome donations. Please try to stay away 
from anything containing peanuts, but anything else that you know kids consider tasty, and that is 
individually wrapped and fits in my candy jar, would be awesome!  

Linda Reffert 
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May Youth Fellowship 

(YF) News 
Psalm 96:3 “Declare his glory among the 

nations, his marvelous deeds among all 

peoples.” 
 

Summer is right around the corner and the year has flown by.  The Youth 
prepared and presented a beautiful Youth Sunday in early 
April. It’s always wonderful to hear the testimony of the 
Seniors when they give the sermon and it was fun to be able to 
do a black light song again this year.  Thank you for the 
opportunity to do this and thanks to the youth for working so 
hard and being so focused.   
I hope we will all try and put our theme into practice, 
particularly this summer when people will have a bit more 
free time.  Go Out of Your Comfort Zone. Try something 
new. Make a point to improve your life or the life of a friend, 
neighbor or stranger.   

Illuminate ended on April 19th with 6th Grade Graduation and our traditional welcoming of the 6th 
graders, Gaga Ball and Up-side-down Sundaes, a youth favorite.  It’s been a fun year and although we 
have to say goodbye to our Seniors it will be fun next year with the new soon-to-be 7th graders. 
We have CE Appreciation and Teacher recognition May 7th so please try and be in worship to help us 

thank the wonderful teachers and volunteers that help run the Children and Youth 
programs. 
Sunday School will continue through May 21st when we will have a special 
Sunday School class with a Grandparent Blessing to end the year.  Senior 
recognition will also be the 21st so please join us for worship as we send them off 
into the big world of new opportunities. 
As the year winds down I want to 
thank the many people who 
helped on Wednesdays to feed and 
support our WOW and Illuminate 
kiddos and to thank our fantastic 
Sunday School Teachers and 

Illuminate Leaders for their dedication, support and 
love of these kids. Thank you Sandra Ryks, Laura & 
Tom Miller, Lisa & Doug Lewis, Christy 
VanRyckeghem and especially my hubby John for 
his constant help. Thank you all, I could not do this 
without you! 
Happy last month of 
School, Graduation 
and Beginning of 
summer.  Go out of 
your comfort zone and 
be a Blessing to 
someone new! 
Shelli 
 

May Youth Events 
 
May  7 CE Appreciation Sunday 
May 21 Last Sunday School, Grandparent Blessing and  
 Senior Recognition Sunday 
May 28  Church changes to 10 a.m. 
June  4 Confirmation Sunday 
 
Mission trips: 
 Middle School June 16 - June 18 
 Senior High June 25 - July 2 
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Foundation  Intent or Inquiry 

Name(s) ________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City________________________________   State _______________________   ZIP _______________ 

Phone ________________     e-mail address _______________________________________________  

 

Please contact me/us to arrange for a current or planned gift or for more information,  

 

Return to the church administrator.  
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Staff 
Rev. Dr. Michael G. Elliott         Pastor 
            pastor@bellevuefpc.org 
June Kouba       Church Administrator 
            admin@bellevuefpc.org 
Shelli Dart                     Youth Ministry 
      youthdirector@bellevuefpc.org 
Linda Reffert         Children’s Ministry 
                lkreffert@aol.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

1220 Bellevue Blvd. South 

Bellevue, NE 68005 

Phone:402-291-1104  

Nonprofit 

Organization 
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8 Deanna Freier 

8 Landy Jacobson 

11 Ryan Baruth 

12 Scott Irvine 

12 Lexie Ryks 

13 Dave Hartranft 

15 Clara Stilen 

May Birthdays: 

We're on the web! 
www.bellevuefpc.org 
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15 Susan Trinkle-Tamayo 

16 Jordan Bloom 

18 Austin Braun 

19 Rachel Monico 

19 Margot Boyd 

21 JoAnn Carpenter 

22 Nora Boyd 

23 Carolyn Lowrance 

25 Bonnie Alexander 

25 Fianna Glenn 

26 Sally Syphers 

27 Jaci Marks 

27  Bryan Kirmis 

29 Don Hurlbutt 

29 Mike Tabler 


