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Your Word 
 

   “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  (Psalm 119:105) 
 

      For the past month or so I have been hinting about a challenge I have for the congregation.  It is a 
challenge for all of our members, regardless of their age, whether they worship regularly or are shut-in, active 
in many activities or mostly inactive at this point in life. 
 

     This coming year will be an exciting time in the life of our congregation.  I am challenging each one of you 
to read the entire Bible in one year.  Every Book, every Letter, every Psalm; even the boring and confusing 
ones! 
 

     Many people tell me that they wish they knew the Bible better, but they aren’t sure how to go about doing 
that.  Reading the Bible straight through, cover to cover is one way to do just that.  It gives you the big picture 
and shows you the grand sweep of God’s involvement in human history in a way that nothing else can do.   
 

     I know that it seems like an imposing task to read the entire Bible in just one year.  And I’ll be the first to 
admit that the thoughts of reading Leviticus or Revelation is not exactly my idea of a good time.  But, as it 
says in Psalm 119, God’s Word is a lamp and a light for our way in life.  Even the tough parts! 
 

     It may sound like an imposing task to read the entire Bible in one year, but it can be done much more easily 
than you might think.  Just to put things in context, The Bible contains roughly 780,000 words.  In 
comparison, “War and Peace” contains 560,000 words, The “Lord of the Rings” trilogy has 576,000 and “The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” contains 190,000.  Does that help ease your fears of committing to this 
project?  Hmmm… 
 

     If you read for roughly 20 minutes per day for 365 days, it can be done rather easily.  That works out to 
about three chapters of Scripture daily, 2 from the Old Testament and 1 from the New Testament.  That seems 
more manageable, doesn’t it? 
 

     It will be an exciting adventure for us, as a congregation, as we together read through Scripture in this way.  
I am sure that you will find 2019 to be an enriching and stimulating way to get to know the Bible better.  I am 
looking forward to it and I hope you will accept the challenge and join me. 
 

     We will be using the book “The Year Of The Bible” by James E. Davison as our guide for this amazing 
journey.  In addition to providing the reading list, there are monthly articles to help 
guide you and allow you to work through difficult or less familiar parts of 
Scripture.  Every first Sunday of the month I will have a sermon to help us to 
understand what we will be reading in the month ahead.   
 

     Our youth (who are already very excited about this project) and adults will be 
reading the entire Bible in 2019.  For our elementary school-aged children, Linda 
and I will be developing a list of 52 Bible stories so that they may also participate 
in the challenge.  I hope you join the invitation to accept this challenge.  As for our 
youth, thank you for your enthusiasm.  Care to challenge the adults to a read-off?  
Game on?      
 

Your in Christ, Pastor Mike 
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 Prayers for Gary Marks as he awaits a new kidney. 

 Prayers for Jeanette McLaughlin receiving cancer treatment. 

 Prayers for Becky Baruth and her family as she is being treated for cancer 
and recovering from surgery..  

 Prayers for Pastor Mike’s Dad, Robert for healing. 

 Prayers for Carl Seaman as he receives a new cancer treatment regimen. 

Bakersplus.com 
We just received the Third quarter of 2018 rebate from Bakers for $255.83, 

this is wonderful but only includes 44 households.  So if you have not registered 

First Presbyterian Church #HY977 under your Baker’s Plus card Community 

partner tab, please do so.  This does not affect any other rewards you receive 

from Baker’s. 
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Worshipping, learning, and serving together in the name of Jesus 

Financial Information 
                             September               YTD 

      Income                  $20,489.60  $266,207.09 
      Expenses                       $25,747.89         $275,327.79 
      Difference                       <$5,258.29          <$9,120.70 
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Happenings 

Get out your rake, get out your gloves, shovels and clippers and join us on Saturday, 

November 3rd for a fall clean-up. 

Our church building and the grounds are a part of our mission outreach to the 

community. 

We’ll be starting at about 10:00 am and with enough volunteers, will be done in a few 

hours. The weather has been great for outdoor work and you’d be surprised how quick 

the time goes when you’re having a good time visiting with your church family. Try it! 

Poinsettia Sales- Be sure to stop by the 

table in the narthex to order poinsettias for 

gifts or for your own home. The Fellowship 

Committee is selling beautiful top quality 

plants that are available in 2 sizes (6" and 

8") and 4 colors (red, white, pink, and 

marble). Stop by the table in the Library for more information or to 

order your plants. Sales began Sunday, October 7th and will 

continue through Sunday, November 4th. 

Sunday,  
November 4th  

2:00 am 

participate in the mission work of the church. 
 
 

 We need salads and desserts for the meal. These  
can be prepared ahead of time and delivered to the 
church on the day of the event.  
 We also need help preparing the meal. The time  
commitment varies based upon the meal. 
 You can also go with us to serve the meal.  We  
meet here at the church at 5:00 pm and carpool to the 
location of the dinner. We usually return by  
9:00 pm.  
 
 

Thank you for your support of this ministry over the 
years and in the future! 

Crossroads Connections Dinner 
Crossroads Connection ministers to current 
inmates at Omaha Work Release Center 
and provides social services to former 
inmates who are transitioning to outside 
life. They conduct a weekly Sunday 

evening worship service attended by inmates, former 
inmates, sponsors and volunteers. Providing the meal 
and worship service is an outreach that our 
congregation has participated in for many years.  
In December our event is on Sunday, November 
11th. 
 

This is an excellent outreach to volunteer for because 
you decide what level of participation interests you. It 
is also an excellent opportunity for confirmands to 

Troop 467, the Boy Scout Troop that meets at our church on Thursday nights, has a treat for 

you...a chili feed! The event will take place on Sunday, November 4th at Noon in Fellowship 

Hall. Cost is $5.00 per person or $10.00 per family. This is a fundraiser for the troop to help 

raise money for camping equipment and fees. Thank you for your support!  



Page 4 

Happenings 

 

Worshipping, learning, and serving together in the name of Jesus 

The Angel Tree will be ready soon.  
Look for more information in upcoming 
bulletins.  We can help more families 
celebrate Christmas, no matter their 
financial status.  
 

Each angel on the tree has a gift request and 
a child’s age for your reference. All gifts 

should be returned, unwrapped to the 
Church by Sunday, December 9th so they 
can be distributed to families the next 
weekend.  
 

You may put your gift in a shopping bag or 
a pretty Christmas bag if you choose. Do 
not wrap. Thank you for your support! 

Youth Mission Silent Auction & Luncheon 
 

It is time for our annual fundraising event which begins Sunday, November 25th. The proceeds fund our 
youth mission projects for 2019. We need your help in providing donated craft items, holiday gift items, gift 
baskets for children and adults, themed baskets, babysitting hours, yard work, books and toys...you name it!  
Items or descriptions of items will be on display, with bid sheets and the congregation is invited to bid on any 
items they may wish to purchase.  
 

Sunday, December 9th will be the last day for bidding. The bidding will close 30 minutes after worship 
service and the winners will be announced at a luncheon, hosted by the youth and youth leaders, following the 
service. If you would like to contribute or have any questions, please contact Shelli Dart at the church office 
(402-291-1104). Thank you for your support! 

Operation Christmas Child 
Children in 118 countries receive miracles through shoeboxes collected by Operation 

Christmas Child. Approximately 7,900,000 shoebox gifts in the United States, plus 

another 2,400,000 from nine other countries are donated. 

The gift of a simple shoebox filled with toys, treats, and basic supplies will bring joy to 

the children and hope to their parents who can not offer their children even the simplest 

of gifts for Christmas. 

The shoeboxes will need to be returned by Sunday, November 11th. 

Hanging of the Greens 

Join your church family for a time of fellowship, worship, and giving to others in 

our community.  We will gather at 5:00 pm November 25th in Fellowship Hall 

and have dinner, then we will begin putting up the trees and decorating whatever 

and wherever we can!  

Snow days are coming!!   
 

When the Bellevue Public School system closes for bad weather the church office will also be 

closed and any event scheduled that day will be cancelled.  If church is cancelled we will try 

to have it announced with other cancellations on the local network. 
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Join us for Ladies’ Lunch.  We are meeting on the Fourth Thursday of each month at 
noon.  We will not be meeting in November due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
December we are going to meet at China Buffet on December 27th.  Make your reservation 
by calling the church office at 402-291-1104 or e-mailing admin@bellevuefpc.org. 

Happenings 

Sunday, December 2– 1st Sunday of Advent 

Worship with Communion and Westminster Bells at 10:30am 

Sunday, December 9 –2nd Sunday of Advent 

Worship and Children’s Christmas Program at 10:30am 

Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party  
Holiday Youth Mission Silent Auction & Luncheon at 11:30am 

Sunday, December 16 – 3rd Sunday in Advent 

Worship including the Chancel Choir Cantata 10:30am 

Sunday, December 23– 4th Sunday of Advent 

No Sunday School 

Christmas Joy Offering received 

Monday, December 24th-Christmas Eve 

Pre-Service Children’s Music Performances at 4:45 pm  

Young Family Worship at 5:00 pm (Childcare is not provided) 

 Pre-Service Music Performances at 6:30 pm  

 Worship with Chancel Choir, Westminster Bells, Carols and Candlelight at 7:00 (Childcare is not provided) 

Advent Calendar 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Please join us as we celebrate the Reason for the 

Season--Jesus!  
The Christmas program will be presented during 

worship on Sunday, December 9th.  
The children have been busy practicing their songs on 
Sunday and a dress rehearsal will take place Saturday, 

December 8th at 9:00am in the sanctuary. 
Please call or email me if you have questions Rob 

Rose, afchap08@gmail.com or (518) 605-3504 

Happy Birthday, Jesus  
The annual Happy Birthday, Jesus 

party is on Sunday, December 9th.  
After the children have presented 

their Christmas program in 
worship, they will go to the Valley 
Vista Room where the party will be 

held.  Cupcakes will be provided. 
The Christian Education committee will have games 
and activities as well as a special Christmas gift for 

each child. 

Congratulations to 
 Rob and Sarah Rose  

on the birth of their daughter  
Brigit Evangeline born 
Friday, October 19th 
weighing 7 lbs. 6 oz. 

mailto:mandicrick@yahoo.com
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Per Capita – Per person  
What is per capita?  Per capita is important to being a Presbyterian!   It is the way Presbyterians mutually share 
governance expenses to make mission and programs possible. It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of 
the Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and live in fellowship with "all persons in every nation."  
   
The required total per capita amount due from each congregation is a combined request from the Presbytery 
of Missouri River Valley, Synod of Lakes and Prairies, and the General Assembly. We will owe $39.55 for 
each active member.  In 2019, our apportionment will be $10,797.15.  If we don’t reach that amount from the 
per capita request, funds will be taken from somewhere else in our budget to ensure First Presbyterian meets 
the required per capita assessment.  
   
Next Steps  
Take a special per capita envelope from the name tag table.  Include a check for $39.55 for each church 
member in your family.  Write your envelope # on your check. If you do not have the envelope,  please write 
Per Capita in the memo portion of your check.  Leave the envelope or check in the offering plate or the office 
by February 3rd.  If you would like to prepay your Per Capita for next year just go ahead and place your 
envelope in the offering plate by December 31st this year. 
   
Our church must pay our total per capita amount by February 15, 2019.    
   
Thank you, Stewardship Committee  

Two ways to donate to the church and save Income Taxes 
 If you are over 59 ½ you can make a direct transfer from your Traditional IRA or other retirement account.  
Your finance institution can send a check directly to First Presbyterian Church and you will incur no income 
taxes on the transfer and it will count as part of your Required Minimum Distribution. 
 Give appreciated stock or mutual funds to First Presbyterian Church by completing some forms to transfer the 
stock from your brokerage account to the church’s brokerage account (Foundation Fund).  You will have no 
tax liability on the capital gains and neither will the church. 

Example:  
 You bought 100 shares @ $10 which = $1,000 
 Market value on 12/15/18 is $20 which = $2,000 
 You then have a $1,000 capital gain 
 You can now donate the $1,000 original value and the $1,000 capital gain to the church by 

transferring the funds to the church’s brokerage account and eliminating the tax liability on 
the $1,000 capital gain, since you never sell the stock and the funds go directly from the 
brokerage to the church.   

 
If you would like more information please contact Carolyn Hess at candmhess@cox.net or Eric VanSky at 
eric.vansky@yahoo.com 

End of Year Contributions 
To comply with IRS regulations, all contributions 
intended for the current year tax statement must be 
dated in the current year. These contributions should 
be turned in as early as possible and at least by the 
last day of the year. 
 

The financial record for the current year will be 

closed out on the last day of the current year. 
Contributions received after December 31st will be 
entered in the next year’s record and will appear on 
the next year’s statement. Contributions received 
after December 31 cannot be back dated. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Eric Van Sky, Financial Secretary, at 402-881-5210 

mailto:candmhess@cox.net
mailto:eric.vansky@yahoo.com%20%3ceric.vansky@yahoo.com%3e
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Fall Coat Drive- We are collecting all sizes of children’s 
Coats, Hats and Gloves, sizes XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL.  All 
items must be CLEAN, Smoke-Free and in good repair (no 
rips, holes, broken zippers or missing buttons) THANK YOU 
for keeping our Bellevue kids warm!!!!!!  Please place all 
items in the tote located in the narthex.  

Bellevue Together 

Thanksgiving  Food Boxes– To participate please sign up at the table in the 
Library by Sunday, November 4th.  Shopping list items needed for the food box 
are located on a sheet at the sign up table.  Please bring 
boxes to church no later than Sunday, November 11th. 

Christmas Food Boxes-To participate please sign up 
at the table in the Library.  Shopping list will be provided soon and placed on the 
table once it is received.    

News from Welcome School: October has been super exciting and full of activities! 
 

Mid-October we hosted a fun Father’s Night Out for all the students and their Dads.  We had an amazing 
response that night and very engaged Dads! 

We had a visit from the Bellevue Fire Department.  They talked to us about fire safety and the kids got to sit in 
the fire truck! 

If you were to walk by the Welcome School classrooms, you would see centers reflecting a camping ground, a 
dinosaur excavation site and a farm with a horse!! It’s so fun to watch the kids so engaged in their learning 

every day.  God Bless, Tara Williams - Director  

 
 
 
 
 

         
 
 
 

Welcome School  

Please collect your Box 
Tops from store 

products and place in 
the bowl on the Name 

Tag table. 

Cook’s Night Out in 
November is at Don & Millies 

on November 7th, please 
mention Welcome School 
when placing your order. 



Christmas is Almost Here 
 

Please be sure to go (http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0379376) when ordering 
your Christmas gifts from Amazon.   
 

Each quarter, the AmazonSmile Foundation will make a donation to First Presbyterian Church.  
 

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable organization where .5% of 
their eligible purchases will be donated to our church.  
 

If you are not an AmazonSmile customer please log in to Amazon.com and go to help and type in Amazon 
Smile .  Click on the Amazon Smile logo and you will be prompted get started and to select an organization.  
You must be logged in to Amazon Smile (http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0379376) to shop in order for your 
purchases to qualify.   
 

If you are already an AmazonSmile customer and have selected an organization and you wish to change to 
First Presbyterian Church you can do so by going to Amazon,com and repeating the steps above.  
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It’s starting…..the countdown to the stressful season!  As other people are planning for their Christmas 
decorations – and buying them, I am reveling in my Halloween decor.  I am counting down the rehearsals until 
the cantata, ordering gifts, stressing out, because that’s what choir directors do.  I also have the choir members 
who remind me each week of how many weeks left until Christmas.  And folks, it’s not that many!   
 

But December is going to be a great month of music.  handbells and choir together on December 2nd, 
childrens’ program on the 9th, the Choir Cantata (which is new this year) on December 16th, and handbells on 
December 23rd.   
 

We are doing something a little different this year for Christmas Eve.  The family service will be at 5:00 pm, 
and both handbells and choir will be playing/singing at 7:00 pm  We are also doing an “extended” pre-prelude 
time of Christmas music starting at 6:30 pm. We will of course have Dirk doing some of his fabulous music, 
soloists, the mens’ quartet, a handbell group, and other things.  Then of course, there will be traditional music 
during the service, as well as carols and candle lighting.  Whichever service you go to, try to be there early so 
you don’t miss out on some really great music. 
 

Lest you think I have overlooked November and being thankful, I haven’t.  
I am so thankful for my choir, who show up tired from days at work on 
Wednesday evenings, and come back on Sunday mornings.  I was missing 
5 people last Sunday, yet the loft was full!  I am thankful that we are a true 
family, taking care of each other, and praying for each other.  I am thankful 
for Dirk who can play anything written on a page (and some stuff that’s 
not!), and I am thankful to work with a staff who is willing to break in and 
enter my house because they are worried about me!  First Pres. a great place 
to be! 
 

Making a joyful noise, 
Alice  

Making a Joyful Noise! 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3POFUA774BDCO&R=1Q1LXDSUH34QY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F47-0379376%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_202916120&A=URAXWDYLJU46NQYADE5SHNYXTWUA&H=M0IAKSLOASWIUHZVNHGN75AG634A&ref_=pe_732550_202916120
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3POFUA774BDCO&R=1Q1LXDSUH34QY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F47-0379376%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_202916120&A=URAXWDYLJU46NQYADE5SHNYXTWUA&H=M0IAKSLOASWIUHZVNHGN75AG634A&ref_=pe_732550_202916120


Page 9 

 

 

Thank you to all those who helped 
put on a great Trick or Treat 
Around the Church! Those who 
signed up to host a table were: 
Randy & Scott Reffert, Cindy 
Reilly, Membership Committee 
(Megan Warren & Carole 
Warnes), LeAnn Jobes, Sharon & 
Mike Elliott, Anne McDaniel, 
Curt & Kitty Hart, Marilyn & 

Angela Routt, Mike & Sue Tabler, Bill Falt & Rita 
Kingery, Cathy Talmadge, Jody Van Houten, Steve 
& Alice Renner, Rick & Marsha Holbert, Don & 
Wendy Fenster, Gary & Jaci Marks, Joyce Wells, 
Gary & Kathy White, Lila Rickel, Dawn Matthews, 
Joyce Ritchey’s Bible Study Group, Rob and Sarah 
Rose & Family (2 tables), Bonnie Viernes, Bill & 
Marie Zipse, Marty & Becca Griffin. And thanks to 
the Youth for leading games for the Trick or Treaters 
and providing prizes. I love being able to show off 
our warm friendly church family and welcome guests 
into our church! 

 

Our WOW/Illuminate Thanksgiving Feast is 
Wednesday, November 14th. Participants are 
encouraged to bring their families but please sign up 
by the Sunday before so we are sure to have enough 
turkey and pie. Congregation members are welcome 
too! There is a sign-up sheet out on the table. Cost is 
just the normal guest cost of $2 per person thanks to 
generous donations from Camilla Kirsch of Kirsch 
Transportation and Mike & Sue Tabler. 

 

There is no WOW on Wednesday, November 
21st to allow our volunteers and families to travel 
and/or prepare for Thanksgiving celebrations. There 
will be a special holiday Sunday School class on 
Sunday the 25th and that evening, we have Hanging 
of the Greens at 5 PM. Ash Hudson, Noelle 
Kilpatrick, Sue Tabler and I will be leading 
Children’s Crafts after dinner, while adults decorate 
the church for Christmas. We’ve got quite a tradition 
going of making gingerbread houses or mangers and 
that will be the main craft. We will also bake and 
serve Christmas cookies.  

 

The children will sing in worship with the 
adult choir on Sunday, November 11th.  And Rob 

Linda Reffert 

Children’s Ministry 
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Rose and the kids are already working on Christmas 
music for the Children’s Christmas program during 
worship on December 9th. The Young Family 
Christmas Eve service will take place at 5 PM on 
December 24th. I encourage all the children and youth 
of our church, who will be in town on that evening, 
to consider how they might want to participate in that 
service. We want as many young people as possible 
to offer up their gifts of instrumental or vocal music 
or art or hospitality in celebration of the birth of our 
Lord and Savior. And people of all ages are invited to 
join in our joyful worship that evening. 

 

Most of you have heard that Pastor Mike is 
challenging the congregation to read the Bible over 
the next year. The youth of our church are 
participating in that challenge as well. Pastor Mike 
and I would like the children of the church to 
participate and we are working out a plan to make 
this challenge realistic in regard to their maturity and 
reading levels. Children will be challenged to read 
one specific story per week and answer 3 questions in 
their journal about each story. Parents – please 
discuss this opportunity with your children over the 
next month or so. I will make a sign up sheet 
available ahead of time, to receive the story list and 
journals.  

 

I want to close out this article with a thank 
you and a picture. I need to thank Mike & Sue Tabler 
and George Sayles for their help on our recent 
Family Movie Night. It snowed several inches that 
day and both Mike and George showed up early to 
scoop snow off the walks. And then they stayed and 
helped until the lights went out for the night. Sue 
helped with dinner and led a fun craft in the Kitchen 
that got messy but was a favorite of the kids. Really, 
I need to thank them for all their help and support in 
all things.  I would never have the courage to try so 
many things if I didn’t know the Tablers and George 
would be there to help! 
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“They heard the sound 
of the Lord God walking 
in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man 

and his wife hid 
themselves from the 
presence of the Lord 

God among the trees of 
the garden. Then the Lord God called to the man, 

and said to him, ’Where are you?”–   
Genesis 3:8-9 

We haven’t made it out of Genesis yet in Illuminate 
because there is so much to discuss. Starting with this 
scripture, how did they think they could hide from 
God? Did they really realize that God was God before 
they at the apple or maybe just another person? Could 
you imagine hearing God walking near you? Which 
then lead to discussing how we would feel to have a 
conversation with God, or take a walk with God or 
hear God speak to us. The other week we started 
discussing Noah and ended up in Revelations. I am so 
impressed with the honesty of questions and the 
depths of conversation we are having.  
 
October seemed to fly by and now we are taking off 
in November with Triennium. We had an unexpected 
surprise with registration tentatively starting 3 
months earlier this year so all of our planning and 
dates had to be accelerated. The PYT (Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium) Committee is still working on the 
registration form but have a tentative registration start 
date of 11/5 instead of the mid February day of the 
last 100 years. Our Presbytery is asking for 
registrations by 11/11 so we can try and ensure we 
will be in air-conditioned dorms. We will also host a 
MRV (Missouri River Valley) Presbytery Triennium 
Mixer from 2:00 - 4:00 pm that day to meet other 
churches and start thinking about our pin and t-shirt 
designs. The theme for Triennium is Here’s My 
Heart.   
 
If you have never attended Triennium before or have 
questions please contact me. There are videos that 
will give you an idea of what it is like to learn, 
worship and play with over 5,000 Presbyterian Youth 
from all over the world. It can be a life changing 
event and I hope everyone who is eligible will attend. 
Registration is open to students completing 8th grade 
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to graduating Seniors. 
 
November 14th is our 
Illuminate/WOW Family 
Thanksgiving Feast. Guests 
are welcome, please RSVP 
so we will have enough food 
and remember $2 per guest 
donation to help off-set the 
costs of this fantastic meal. 
 
November 18th we will set up the Angel Tree after 
Sunday School so people will be able to shop on 
Black Friday. We will again partner with Bellevue 
Together to adopt families from our community. 
 
There is no Illuminate on November 21st or Sunday 
School on the 25th - Enjoy Thanksgiving Break with 
your families. 
 
Hanging of the Greens is November 25th so mark 
your calendar and invite friends. It is always a fun-
filled (and cookie-filled) start to the Christmas 
Season. 
 
Be a Blessing, Shelli 

Youth Fellowship (YF) News 

November Youth Events 
 

November 11-Triennium Mixer 2-4pm 

November 14-Illuminate/WOW Family 
Thanksgiving Dinner 5:30pm 

November 18-Angel Tree set-up after Sunday 
School 

November 21-No Illuminate 

November 25-No Sunday School 
 Hanging of the Greens and Silent 

Auction Set-up 
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