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Advent

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees, as soon as they sprout leaves you can see
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on guard so that your
hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch
you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand
before the Son of Man.” ( Luke 21:25-36)

Advent is a funny time of year. As we journey towards Christmas through the month of December we expect
to hear stories from Scripture about the Christmas story. Angels and shepherds and that sort of stuff. Yet, we
begin our journey to Christmas with a scary vision of the end of times when Christ will return in glory.

Today we enter the season of Advent. The word advent means “coming.” Advent is the season in the church
year when we prepare to receive the promise of Christmas. And here’s the promise of Christmas: God is going
to come to us wrapped in human flesh to build the kingdom of God. God is going to bring heaven and earth
just a bit closer, close enough that crying will cease, that suffering will end and peace and justice and love will
be all that remains. And that blessed day of Christ’s return will fulfill our heart’s desire. It is a promise God
has made to us.

The promise of Christmas is that even though this world can and too often feels full of pain and fear, terror and
heartbreak, God’s presence remains with us through this all. ~ God is our Emmanuel; God with us. God has

come to us in Jesus Christ and God will come again in Jesus Christ. Raise your heads. Be alert. Be prepared.
Be faithful.

Jesus’ words, in Luke’s Gospel, were words of comfort to those who heard them:
those frightening, bold, beautiful glimpses of God coming into the world; comfort
and healing balm to those who had long been suffering, to those who cried out for
justice and longed for the promises of God. And they are also for us, who wait for
Christ’s return with the same longings and needs. Advent is about looking around
at the state of the world, at the wars and the violence, the brokenness and the need
and longing for God to come again and finish that new creation we have been
waiting for in hope.

Continued on page 5
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Happenings

Advent Calendar

Sunday, December 1- 1st Sunday of Advent
Worship with Communion at 10:30am
Hanging of the Greens at 5:00pm

Sunday, December 8 —2nd Sunday of Advent
Worship and Children’s Christmas Program at 10:30am
Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party
Holiday Youth Mission Silent Auction & Luncheon at 11:30am

Sunday, December 15 — 3rd Sunday in Advent
Worship with Westminster Bells 10:30am

Sunday, December 22— 4th Sunday of Advent
No Sunday School
Worship and Chancel Choir Cantata 10:30am
Christmas Joy Offering received

Tuesday, December 24th-Christmas Eve
Pre-Service Children’s Music Performances at 4:45 pm
Young Family Worship at 5:00 pm (Childcare is not provided)
Pre-Service Music Performances at 6:30 pm
Worship with Chancel Choir, Westminster Bells, Carols and Candlelight at 7:00 (Childcare is not provided)

Hanging of the Greens

Join your church family for a time of fellowship, worship, and giving to others in our
community. We will gather at 5:00 pm Sunday, December 1st in Fellowship Hall and
have dinner, then we will begin putting up the trees and decorating whatever and

wherever we can!

Children’s Christmas Program

Please join us as we celebrate the Reason for the
Season--Jesus!

The Children’s Christmas program will be presented
during worship on Sunday, December 8th.

The children have been busy practicing their songs on
Sunday and a dress rehearsal will take place Saturday,
December 7th at 9:00am in the sanctuary.

Please call or email Linda Reffert if you have
questions lkreffert@aol.com or 402-291-1104

Vi

Happy Birthday, Jesus

The annual Happy Birthday, Jesus
party is on Sunday, December 8th.
After the children have presented
their Christmas program in worship,
they will go to the Valley Vista
Room where the party will be held.
Treats will be provided.

The Christian Education committee will have games
and activities as well as a special Christmas gift for
each child.

sV
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Happenings

Youth Mission Silent Auction & Luncheon

It is time for our annual fundraising event.. The proceeds fund our youth mission projects for 2020. We need
your help in providing donated craft items, holiday gift items, gift baskets for children and adults, themed
baskets, babysitting hours, yard work, books and toys...you name it!

We will have a donation of over 40 “Dickens” and “Heritage” Village pieces: lighted buildings; horses,
pulled coaches and delivery vehicles; 6ft oval track, train and railroad buildings; outdoor residents and
peddlers; and winter scenery.

Items or descriptions of items will be on display, with bid sheets and the congregation is invited to bid on any
items they may wish to purchase. Items donated can be given to Shelli up until Sunday, December 8th which
will be the last day for bidding. The bidding will close 30 minutes after worship service and the winners will
be announced at a luncheon, hosted by the youth and youth leaders, following the service. If you would like to
contribute or have any questions, please contact Shelli Dart at the church office (402-291-1104). Thank you for
your support!

The Angel Tree- This is a great opportunity to help more families celebrate Christmas, no
matter their financial status. Each angel on the tree has a gift request and a child’s age for your
reference. All gifts should be returned, unwrapped to the Church by Sunday, December 8th so
they can be distributed to families the next weekend. You may put your gift in a shopping bag
or a pretty Christmas bag if you choose. Do not wrap. Thank you for your support!

Memorial Poinsettias

- Poinsettias have been ordered this Christmas season to decorate our sanctuary. If you
would like to purchase a plant in memory or honor of a loved one, please pick up a form at the name
% tag table before or after church, fill it out and place it in the offering plate or bring it by the church office.
The form and your money must be received by December 15th. The price this year will be $10 per plant.
 You may pick up your plant(s) after the 7:00 pm worship service December 24th.

Join us for Ladies’ Lunch. We are meeting on the Third Thursday of each month at

11:30am. In December we are going to meet at The Special, We will meet on December 8 ec " a
19th. Please call or email Bev Snowden if you plan on attending 402-291-7653 or
bevsnowden2017@gmail.com.

REsTauRANT. 2>

Free Family Movie Night- Sunday, January 5th. That night, at 5:00 PM, we will
host a free Family Movie Night, with a light supper at 5:00 PM, followed by the
movie “Homeward Bound” and then arts and crafts for those who are interested. It’s
fun for all ages to gather in Fellowship Hall and eat and watch the movie together and
= | hope you will consider joining us!
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Pastor Newsletter, Con’t

But Advent is also about learning to see God’s presence that has never left us since that first Christmas. It’s
about remembering. Remembering to stop and look and listen each and every day, to live out our faith in
hope and to keep alert to the places we see God at working making all things new again. Advent is remem-
bering that God has given us the best gift already and that God has yet to give us the best gift when Christ re-
turns. Will you be ready?

My prayer for you this Advent season is that you will rediscover the God who has never left us. The God who
has and is yet to come to us to see us through the trials of this life. I pray that with the eyes of faith you will
see Him right there beside you as you go about the business of your life. Have a blessed Christmas.

In Christ’s Peace, Pastor Mike

We joined TAGG (Together a Greater Good). They donate a percentage of your
\\ / purchase from a variety of businesses directly to First Presbyterian Church. Just
download their app to your phone and select First Presbyterian Church to support
A G G and you will see a large list of participating vendors in the Bellevue/, Papillion and
Omaha areas. Hy-Vee has now joined and will donate 1% of each total
ToseTHeER A GreaTer cooo purchase to First Presbyterian Church. Just take a picture of your full receipt

once you have downloaded the TAGG app.

Christmas is Almost Here
Please be sure to go (http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0379376) when ordering

#1 holiday hack:

your Christmas gifts from Amazon. When you shop at

. . . . ) smile.amazon.com,
Each quarter, the AmazonSmile Foundation will make a donation to First Amazon donates:
Presbyterian Church. ‘ il é‘

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable
organization where .5% of their eligible purchases will be donated to our church.

If you are not an AmazonSmile customer please log in to Amazon.com and go to help and type in Amazon
Smile . Click on the Amazon Smile logo and you will be prompted get started and to select an organization.
You must be logged in to Amazon Smile (http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0379376) to shop in order for your
purchases to qualify.

If you are already an AmazonSmile customer and have selected an organization and you wish to change to
First Presbyterian Church you can do so by going to Amazon,com and repeating the steps above.

Snow days are coming!!
When the Bellevue Public School system closes for bad weather the church office will also
be closed. Any events scheduled that day may or may not be cancelled. Closing will be
determined by the committee hosting the event and an email will be sent to those
participating. If Sunday Worship is cancelled it will be announced on the local TV
stations as early as possible

Worshipping, learning, and serving together in the name of Jesus
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2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN .
Results as of November 17, 2019 fa’UHA’

Sunday, September 29" was Stewardship Commitment Sunday. We have now received ""07“»
81 pledges totaling $252,206. The average pledge is over $3,000 or over $250 per

month. Our goal for 2020 is for pledges of $267,000 which is about 3% higher than the Trust
amount pledged for this year. !

To those of you have already turned in your 2020 pledge, thank you for your generosity. If you wish to pre-pay
part or all of your 2020 pledge---be sure to do so before December 31, 2019.

If you haven’t turned in your 2020 pledge, please do so as soon as possible.

For any questions regarding the 2020 Stewardship Campaign, please contact me or our Financial Secretary
Eric Van Sky.

Bob Jeffus-Chair, Stewardship Committee

DEBT PAY-OFF CAMPAIGN UPDATE
As of November 17,2019

First Presbyterian Church’s outstanding building loan balance is now down to $124,101. In July 2013, the
balance stood at $750,000. The monthly loan payment is $6,372.98. Through regular monthly payments, the
loan will not be paid off until the Summer of 2021.

The DEBT PAY-OFF FUND currently contains only $5,500. Hopefully, with continuing pledged and non-
pledged contributions we should be able to make loan payments for all of 2019 and perhaps the first month or
two of 2020 without negatively impacting the Operating Budget.

FIRST PRES NEEDS YOUR HELP. If you have not pledged, or you are not contributing to the Debt Pay-
Off Campaign, we prayerfully ask you to do so. Wouldn’t it be marvelous if we could have the loan fully paid
off by early 20207 Please use the RED pledge card located on the name tag table. Please continue to use the
PINK envelopes for your contributions.

PLEASE SEE THE ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE FOR SOME TAX SAVING STRATEGIES
REGARDING YOUR END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS.

Thank you again for your generosity. As a church family we are truly Blessed. If you have any questions,
please contact me or Eric Van Sky (Financial Secretary).

Bob Jeffus-Chair, Stewardship Committee

End of Year Contributions

To comply with IRS regulations, all contributions intended for the current year tax statement must be dated in
the current year. These contributions should be turned in as early as possible and at least by the last day of the
year. The financial record for the current year will be closed out on the last day of the current year.
Contributions received after December 31st will be entered in the next year’s record and will appear on the
next year’s statement. Contributions received after December 31 cannot be back dated.

If you have any questions, please contact: Eric Van Sky, Financial Secretary, at 402-881-5210

Worshipping, learning, and serving together in the name of Jesus




Two ways to donate to the church and save on income taxes

As we look at the 2020 pledge drive and wiping out the last $116K of the church mortgage, we thought it good
timing to share the tax savings approaches.

1. If you are over 59 2 you can make a direct transfer from your Traditional IRA or other retirement ac-
count. Your finance institution can send a check directly to First Presbyterian Church and you will in-
cur no income taxes on the transfer and it will count as part of your Required Minimum Distribution.

2. Give appreciated stock or mutual funds to First Presbyterian Church by completing some forms to
transfer the stock from your brokerage account to the church’s brokerage account (Foundation Fund).
You will have no tax liability on the capital gains and neither will the church.

Example:

¢ You bought 100 shares @ $10 which = $1,000

¢ Market value on 12/15/18 is $20 which = $2,000
¢ You then have a $1,000 capital gain
¢

You can now donate the $1,000 original value and the $1,000 capital gain to the church by transfer-
ring the funds to the church’s brokerage account and eliminating the tax liability on the stock or
$1,000 capital gain, since you never sell the stock and the funds go directly from the brokerage to
the church. The full value of $2,000 is tax deductible if you still itemize you deductions.

= If you would like more information please contact Carolyn Hess at candmhess@cox.net or Eric Van Sky
at eric.vansky@yahoo.com

Per Capita — Per person

What is per capita? Per capita is important to being a Presbyterian! It is the way Presbyterians mutually share
governance expenses to make mission and programs possible. It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of
the Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and live in fellowship with "all persons in every nation."

The required total per capita amount due from each congregation is a combined request from the Presbytery
of Missouri River Valley, Synod of Lakes and Prairies, and the General Assembly. We will owe $39.65 for
each active member. In 2020, our apportionment will be $11,141.65. If we don’t reach that amount from the
per capita request, funds will be taken from somewhere else in our budget to ensure First Presbyterian meets
the required per capita assessment.

Next Steps

Take a special per capita envelope from the name tag table. Include a check for $39.65 for each church
member in your family. Write your envelope # on your check. If you do not have the envelope, please write
Per Capita in the memo portion of your check. Leave the envelope or check in the offering plate or the office
by February 9th. If you would like to prepay your Per Capita for next year just go ahead and place your
envelope in the offering plate by December 31st this year.

Our church must pay our total per capita amount by February 15, 2020.

Thank you, Stewardship Committee
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Thank you to everyone who
came out to celebrate dad’s
(Willis Regier) birthday with
him. It was so nice to see
everyone and we feel so blessed
by his church family and
friends. Thank you to Wendy
Fenster for serving and George
Sayles for doing dishes.

Margo Regier Cook

News from Welcome School

November has been full of awesome
activities!

Thank you Pastor Mike for your sweet,
comforting visit to me in the hospital,
and to my dear church family for your
prayers, concern, cards and flowers. A
special thanks to Shelli and John for all
their care and help.

Love, Bev Snowden

- | NO MORE CLIPPING
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In October we had Father’s Night. So, in November it was Mom’s turn for a fun night with their kids. The
moms got to play with their children and see what a day at Welcome School looks like. We had an amazing

response that night and very engaged Moms!

From November 1* through the 19", we had our annual “Feed the Turkey” food drive. The children were able
to collect a lot of wonderful items and donate it all to the Bellevue Food Pantry.

This fall, Welcome School participated in the Best of Bellevue Contest. We won Best Childcare in 2018. We
are hopeful to win again! We want to thank all of the people who showed their support for us and voted. We
are truly blessed!

Worshipping, learning, and serving together in the name of Jesus




Children’s Ministry

I’'m writing this article the morning
after our annual Thanksgiving Feast.
I still have things to put away, but
thanking the people who made that
event possible is at the very forefront
of my brain. We had 100 people
scheduled for dinner and I didn’t see
the final count but it must have been
nearly that. What a night! Mike and
Sue Tabler put in days of work
getting ready and they donated a fair

Linda Reffert

amount of the food. The bulk of the food was donated by
Cami Kirsch of Kirsch Transportation and coordinated
and delivered by Mary Bond. We are sure blessed with
their thoughtfulness and generosity! Our wonderful
Kitchen crew members were: George Sayles, Jean
Jacobson, Brian Renter, Mel & Carolyn Hess, Lou &
Nancy Worm and Rick Kirmis. Thank you, thank you!

During the month of December, I will visit all the
Welcome School classrooms and tell the Christmas story
in an interactive way with the kids. It’s so fun! Alice
Renner and Liane Kirmis are each graciously taking a
morning to do a singalong with the Welcome School kids.
Our own kiddos are working away on getting ready for
the Christmas program during worship on December 8th.
I shanghaied my son Scott into directing the program and
Ryan Crick will accompany on piano. The program is
called “One Starry Night” and the church used this
program a few years back, when the current high
schoolers were in elementary school. I am curious to see
if any of our youth will remember being in it. I told every
4th, 5th and 6th grader that they could have a speaking
part if they wanted one. Many took me up on that so
everyone will only have a couple of lines, but hopefully
that will make it less scary and/or overwhelming. I told
our 3 year olds through 3rd grade that they could pick any
costume they wanted. We are going to be real heavy in
angels and animals, but that’s ok, don’t you think? I think
it will be adorable. I want to thank Cindy Reilly, Nora
Boyd and Becca Griffin for handling costuming, and for
the gracious flexibility they have shown.

Following the program, the Deacons and CE will be
hosting a Happy Birthday Jesus party for the kids in the
Valley Vista Room. The Deacons will provide tasty treats
and we will get the kids out of their costumes and then
invite them to choose a book as a Christmas gift from the
church. Traditionally I chose the book for each child and
wrapped it and passed it out. This year, I asked if I could

let the kids choose their own book. They have such
different abilities and interests and I have no idea what
books they already own. The kids are excited about this
freedom and privilege already. I hope it will be something
we want to continue, but for this year, it’s just an
experiment.

Our last WOW for December will be on the evening of the
11th. We will start back up for 2nd semester on January
8th. We will have Sunday School on December 1, 8 and
15th but then not meet on the 22nd or 29th.

Our Young Family Christmas Eve worship will be at 5
PM. There is a signup sheet outside the Sanctuary for any
youth or child who would like to contribute their gifts and
talents during or right before the service. All ages are
encouraged and invited to attend the worship but I
particularly love that we invite kids to participate in ways
they don’t normally get to. There will be a storytime for
the children instead of a sermon and we will circle up to
sing Silent Night with battery powered candles. I think our
5 and 7 PM services provide different but complementary
worship opportunities and in my ideal world, I would
attend both! Maybe you’d like to, also. Celebrating the
birth of our Lord and Savior with as many people as
possible is such a lovely and joyous thing. Just a note, we
do not provide childcare during either evening service. All
ages are invited to be in the Sanctuary together. I will
however, have the Cry Room well-stocked for squirmy or
crying children to have a break, so take advantage of that
if you need to.

Our first Movie Night of 2020 will be held on January 5th,
while the kids are still off on Christmas break from
school. We will have dinner at 5 PM and then show the
classic movie Homeward Bound and do some fun dog and
cat crafts after the movie. The evening is free as always
and you are encouraged to come, no matter your age or
maturity level (or lack thereof) and to bring friends or
relatives.

Finally, I want to close by thanking all of you. On
November 10th I celebrated my 5th year of working here.
It was a Sunday and I brought treats for the Sunday school
kids. I don’t have a treat for the rest of you but you do
have my appreciation for your kind words, shows of
support and the fact that there is always help available
when I need it. And agreement when I propose something
new or to change something. That is a great gift. The First
Presbyterian Church family is a wonderful one and I thank
you for being a part of it!
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Youth Fellowship (YF) News

For unto us a child is
born!

The year is flying by
and it’s almost 2020 -
which is also perfect
vision. What is your
perfect vision of your

- future, life, this coming
year? What can you do to make that happen?

p—m gy I

November we’ve been
studying Grace and
Gratitude. The Youth
have both homework and
a challenge for the
month. They have
journals that they are
supposed to write 3
things they are thankful
for each night and we
have cards outside my
office with a goal of 100
acts of kindness they have done to respond to that
thankfulness. It’s been an interesting project and the
youth that have written in their gratitude journals
have said this does make them feel more positive and
happier. What if we each do this? Will this change
our vision this year? Make us happier and more
positive? I think we should give it a try.

We are adding a youth night
one Sunday a month either the
3rd or 4th based on when most
of the kids are available.
Please let me know which day

to have some fun nights of
movies or games or nerf wars
and other delightful events.
The targeted time is 3-5 so
you have time to get home and
have family dinner and get homework done in a
timely manner.

Our Sunday School lessons offer some flexibility
with a “Coffeehouse” option which we’ve taken
advantage of once so far this year. The class went to

Panera and had a
delightful time. This
does require folks to
arrive closer to
9:00am so we can
get going. I know
we’ve been trickling
in 10 and 15 minutes
late so please make
every effort to arrive at 9:00am so we can get going
and enjoy our time together instead of having to rush.

Hanging of the Greens will be December 1st and the
Silent Auction and Luncheon are December 8th both
of which are a lot of fun but also a lot of work and we
need everyone to participate. Thanks in advance for
your help and support.

I hope in the business of the Holiday season that you
take time with family and friends and remember the
reason for the season and the priceless gift we all
received that very first Christmas.

Be a Blessing.
Shelli

December Youth Events

Dec 1 Hanging of the Greens

Dec 8 Silent Auction and Luncheon
Dec 11 Last Illuminate of this year
Dec 24 Christmas Eve services 5 & 7

Merry Chirstmas & Happy New Year!
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~ December 2019 ~

Tue
1 Advent begins 2 3 4 5 6 7
Pantry Sunday 1p Women's Bible 7p Bell Choir Rehearsal  |5:30p WOW/Illuminate |10:30a Staff Meeting  |1p Quilter Group 9a Christmas Program
9a Sunday School Study (CR) 7p Choir Rehearsal ~ |(CR) Rehearsal
10:30a Worship Service  [1:15p Heritage Ridge 7p Troop 467
11:30a Deacons Mtg (VVR) [2p Harmony Court
5p Hanging of the Greens ~ [2:45p Richmont Vil-
lage
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Undie Sunday 10:30a PEO (FH/VVR) |7p Bell Choir Rehearsal  |9a P.E.O. (VVR) 7p PW Bible Study
9a Sunday School 5:30p WOW/llluminate |(Webster Home)
10:30a Children's Christmas 7p Choir Rehearsal ~ |7p Troop 467
Program
10:30a Worship Service
11:30a Mission Meeting
(CR)
11:30a Youth Mission Fund-
raiser/Luncheon
6:30p Boy Scout Committee
Meeting (VVR)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9a Sunday School 9a Welcome School  |10a Welcome School Sing- |[7p Choir Rehearsal ~ |12p Newsletter Articles
10:30a Worship Service  [Singing (sanc) ing (sanc) Due
11:30a Fellowship Mtg 1p Women's Bible 7p Bell Choir Rehearsal 11:30a Ladies Lunch
(VVR) Study (CR) (The Special)
11:30a Worship Mtg (CR) 7p Troop 467
22 23 24 25 Christmas 26 27 28
Next Sunday Pantry Sun-  [All invoices due for Church Office Closed Church Office Closed |Church Office Closed
day 2019 4:45p Pre-Service Music 7p Troop 467
No Sunday School 5p Young Family Christ-
10:30a Cantata mas Eve Service
10:30a Worship Service 6:30p Pre-Service Music
7p Christmas Eve Service
29 30 31 Notes:
No Sunday School 1p Women's Bible
10:30a Worship Service  [Study (CR)

the name of Jesus
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December Birthdays:

2 Elizabeth Robertson 14 Barb Carlson

3 Joyce Ritchey 15 Gary Sands

4 Rita Sands 16 Tom O’Riordan
4 Nicollette Warren 18 Peg Jewell

5 Karen Albert 21 Nellie Renter

6 Tom Ryks 21 Sandra Ryks

23 Lana Griffiths
24 Dave Hansen

11 Jack Drap
11 Kathy White

AV

13 John Dawson
13 Stephanie Johnson
13 Judy Thompson

25 Tom Miller
26 Jonathan Robertson
28 Coleen Greiner
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